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Upcoming Regional Discernment Meetings 


During this year of 2018, we will begin the interim work for the Southeast 

Conference in earnest. The Board of Directors approved that this year will 
be a Year of Discernment for the entire conference.This is our way to seek 
God's Spirit into the process as we ask hard questions about the direction 
of the conference. (Learn more on our website.) 


The first of our regional meetings was held on April 7th at Howard 
Congregational Church in Nashville (photo above). Led by Interim 
Conference Minister Marie Bacchiocchi, participants spent 90 minutes 
learning about the current state of the Conference, studying scripture, 
praying for discernment, and discussing options for the path forward. 
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Future sessions will be held as follows: 


e Saturday, April 28: United Church, Huntsville, Alabama (2:00-3:30 pm) 

e Saturday, May 12: Victory for the World, Stone Mountain, Georgia 
(2:00-3:30 pm) 

e Sunday, May 13: Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill, 
Tennessee (2:30-4:00 pm) 

e Thursday, May 17: Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta, Georgia (10:00-11:30 am) 

e Date TBD: Charleston, South Carolina 


The two books we are reading: 


e /nstitutional Intelligence: How to Build an Effective Organization by 
Gordon T. Smith 

e Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory by 
Tod Bolsinger. 


If you have any questions, please contact Marie. 


Southeast Conference @) 
United Church of Christ 


2018 ANNUAL MEETING 


Jeremiah | 8:3-4 


Annual Meeting 2018: Being Shaped... and Reshaped 


Please join us for the Southeast Conference's 52nd Annual Meeting "Being 
Shaped ...and Reshaped," June 8th and 9th in Demorest, Georgia at 
Piedmont College. 


The Annual Meeting this year will continue our discussion of our year of 
discernment with listening sessions and speakers and workshops to help us 
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think about, talk about, and discern the future of the Southeast 
Conference. 


Housing is available on campus for no additional cost and all meals from 
lunch on Friday to Lunch Saturday are included. 


Documents and information about the schedule and items up for vote will 
be available on our website in the coming weeks. 


Before the meeting we will be hosting both an Authorized Minister's 
Retreat: Harp and Song Reflections with the Dalai Lama and Desmond 
Tutu's "The Book of Joy" on June 7-8th as well as an MID retreat on the 
Enneagram. 


We will also be hosting a Healthy Boundaries Training on June 6th in 


Demorest. 
REGISTER ONLINE TODAY 


If you have any questions or difficulty with registration please contact Rev. 
Heather Fosburgh Bardole at 404-719-6572 or hbardole@secucc.org. 


Two Important Bylaws Changes Proposed 


The Southeast Conference will be voting on two important changes to the 
bylaws during Annual Meeting. 


The first is to change the Fiscal Year End from December 31 to September 
30. The second is to change the current number of Members-at-Large 
on the Board of Directors from 6 to 4. 


The reasoning and the proposed new language is posted on our website. 


From the Conference Minister 


Dear Friends, 
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It’s that time of year! | invite all of you to the Annual 
Meeting of the Southeast Conference of the United 
Church of Christ! Registration is now open, so 
please register to be a delegate from your 
congregation or come as a visitor. 


This year’s annual meeting will be significant in the 
life of our conference. We will continue to discern a 
new way to be the Southeast Conference so that we 
can do our ministry in a way that follows God's path 
fOr us, 


We will also do the important work of the conference. There are a number 
of issues that will come before us. We will also have plenty of time for 
fellowship and fun. We continue to meet at Piedmont College. The meeting 
is June 8-9, 2018 with the clergy retreat, the Member in Discernment 
Retreat, and Boundary Awareness Training happening before the meeting. 


Please join us as we do the work and ministry of the Southeast Conference! 


Blessings, 
Marie 


Spring 2018 Grant Cycle Recipients Announced 


Greetings from your Generosity Coordinator. Hope 
you are all enjoying this lovely spring weather. 


As we move through our current fiscal year, here are 
some ways to increase giving to Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OQCWM) Basic Support. 


e Inform your church leaders about Church 
leaders annually prepare and present a draft 
budget for congregational vote. Meet with your 
leaders, talk with them and make sure they 
know about Conference, National and Global 
ministries made possible by gifts to OCWM basic support. 

e Work toward OCWM giving goals. Work with church leadership to set 
attainable goals to increase giving. Set goals, establish a progression 
and give 
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Celebrate giving to OCWM. Work with the pastor to invite conference staff 
to visit the congregation on Sunday. Celebrate with a grants recipient as 
they share stories of how their missions were fulfilled. 


Our Spring 2018 Cycle One grant recipients are as follows: 


e Rush Memorial UCC, Atlanta, GA 
e Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, GA 
e Victory for the World UCC, Stone Mountain, GA 


Congratulations to these churches. These grants will aid in preparing 
leaders who are open to and prepared for ministry in the present and 
future church. We train leaders to grow Spiritually, who build up the church, 
and put their faith into action. We embrace and equip new kinds of 
congregants and new modes of leadership. 


Please invite me to your church so that we may consider new and 
innovative ways to increase giving to OCWM Basic Support. 


Blessings, as we journey... together, 


Carrole Moss 
Generosity Coordinator 


Ecclesiastical Councils Set for Tiffany Cox and Mi 
Young Choi 


The Commission on Ministry invites you to Ecclesiastical Councils for Tiffany 
Cox and Mi Young Choi at Central Congregational UCC in Atlanta GA on 
Tuesday, May 1st at 7pm. 


The Ecclesiastical Council is the last step on the path to Authorized Ministry 
in the United Church of Christ. It is a chance for the candidates to present 
themselves and their sense of call and Ministry to the Conference and for 
the Conference to vote on them and approve them for ministry. 


If you cannot make the Council in person, please use the link below to join 
electronically by Zoom meeting: https://zoom.us/j/730953316 
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Community 


Prayer List 

We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of April 16 


Open Community UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Emmanuel UCC; Greenville, South Carolina 
Kristen Barner 

Kirk Foster 

Ellen Sims 

Bennie Liggins 


Week of April 23 


First Congregational Church; Talladega, Alabama 
Edward Dahmer 

Amani Legagneur 

Sandra Mullins 

Gary Myers 


Week of April 30 


United Congregational Christian UCC; Columbus, Georgia 
Tonya Barnette 

Rodney Franklin 

Joyce Myers Brown 

Laura Landrum 
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Transitions 


e We celebrate the ordinations of two of our Members in Discernment 
this month: 
o Cindy Barto will be ordained on Sunday, April 22, 2018 at the 
11am service at Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, GA. 
o James Bowman Harris will be ordained on Sunday, April 29, at 
the 5pm at Kirkwood United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA. 
e Please keep Tiffany Cox and Mi Young Choi in your prayers as they 
have their Ecclesiastical Councils on Tuesday, May 1, 2018. 


Churches in Transition 
First Congregational, Birmingham, AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta, GA; Sandy 
Creek, Lafayette, AL 


News from our Local Congregations 


Spring 2018 Nashville Upper Room Fellowship 


Save the Date! UPPER ROOM UCC FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK SUPPER. 


Featuring Inspirational Musical Videos of the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir & 
the Mississippi Mass Choir. A Spring potluck supper gathering of Nashville- 
area United Church of Christ churches & UCC friends to grow in prayer & 
meditation on God’s Word and to grow in fellowship with one another! 


Saturday, May 19th @ 5:30 PM 
Holy Trinity Community Church, 6727 Charlotte Pike 


Master of Ceremony: Gavin Warren, Member in Discernment, Holy Trinity 
Community Church. Special Guest Speaker from Birmingham! Rev. J. R. 
Finney, Moderator, SECUCC; Topic: “God is Working & Stillspeaking!” 


Bring family, friends, and favorite casserole for great UCC fellowship & 
inspiration! Child care provided. 


“Between the Bookends” Workshop in Atlanta 
On Saturday, April 21, 2018 Kirkwood UCC presents a day long workshop 
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exploring the roles we assume as we encounter the realities of our 
transitional nature on Earth. We will discuss and engage the dynamic 
perspectives we all carry through the transformational stages in our lives. 
As we all will face such times, either directly or with loved ones, let us 
explore how we might enter that space through a lens of compassion, love, 
grace, and dignity. More details on our website. 


News from the Wider Church 


Eighth Annual Retired UCC Servants Retreat 


An Event for intellectual stimulation; spiritual enlightenment and 
reflection; and renewing friendships and/or making new friends for Retired 
UCC Clergy, Missionaries, Volunteer Ministry Workers and Spouses of the 
Southeast and Southern Conferences of the United Church of Christ 


This year's theme is "White Privilege." Our guest speaker is Dr. John 
Dorhauer, General Minister and President of UCC. 


Monday -Wednesday, October 1-3, 2018 
Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, North Carolina 


All the details can be found on the Conference website. 


News from the UCC Justice & Peace Action Network 


Earth Day Sunday Resources 

As we approach Earth Day Sunday on April 22nd, you can find a range of 
worship resource our UCC resource page. The resources cover a wide 
range of potential areas of focus for Earth Day, including worship services 
designed to support the youth suing the federal government over climate 
change, materials designed to help focus attention on one’s local 
ecosystem on Earth Day, and items related to the push for clean energy. 


Mental Health Sunday 

The United Church of Christ Mental Health Network invites you to highlight 
mental health on the third Sunday in May or any Sunday that suits your 
schedule. Mental Health Sunday is a way for your congregation to begin or 
to continue to provide education and support to your members around 
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mental health challenges. Learn more. 


Join the Poor People’s Campaign 

The Poor Peoples Campaign: A National Call for a Moral Revival is uniting 
tens of thousands of people across the country to challenge the evils of 
systemic racism, poverty, the war economy and ecological 

devastation. Mother's Day, May 13 will be the launch of the campaign’s 40 
days of action and advocacy in state capitols and in Washington, DC. Visit 
their website to sign up for more information - by joining the campaign you 
can receive updates on trainings and actions in your region. 


New Webinar Series on Environmental Practices for Churches 

As part of a new monthly UCC program called Creation Justice Church 
Webinars, Jerry Lawson from the EPA is leading a series of informational 
sessions. Last month, he introduced the EPA's Energy Star program for 
helping congregations to lower energy costs. Watch it online. This month he 
is leading a webinar on no-cost/low-cost energy savers for churches. 
Register now. 


Witness for Justice 

Looking for up-to-date social justice commentary? Check out Witness for 
Justice, a weekly editorial opinion column written by the staff of Justice and 
Witness Ministries. 


Want more Justice and Witness news? Sign up for their newsletter! 


Church Giving and The New Tax Law 


Giving to houses of worship was a truly a “win-win scenario” in 2017. Our 
congregants gave from their hearts in support of our mission, and, in doing 
So, received the opportunity to deduct those contributions on their tax 
returns. According to Giving USA, charitable giving to religious organizations 
comprised 32% of all charitable giving in 2016. Clearly, our church members 
know the meaning of generosity. 


However, this situation may change for the 2018 tax year. Effective January 
1, 2018, the new tax law, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, offers a mixed 
bag for churches regarding congregant giving. Projecting how the new 
tax law will impact giving is difficult, as the tax law “giveth and taketh away” 
in its impact on giving to religious organizations. 
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Learn more from this Insurance Board article on the Conference website. 


Alabama Attorney General to host Regional Faith 
Forums 


The Office of Alabama Attorney General Steve Marshall is inviting 
representatives from churches and other faith-based organizations to 
attend the Attorney General’s Faith Forums to be held in Montgomery 
(4/26), Mobile (5/1), Birmingham (5/3) and Huntsville (5/15). Members of 
diverse faith communities throughout Alabama are invited to hear 
presentations on and participate in discussions about how they can better 
engage in the opioid epidemic, the increase in violent crime, and church 
security. Learn more on our website. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


PATHWAYS Announces Summer 2018 Courses 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. is an online institute for accessible 
and affordable education. It provides Continuing Education for Authorized 
Ministers, Leadership Development for Local Churches, and an Alternative 
Path to authorization for MIDs and COMs. 


Upcoming Courses include: 


e Pluralism and Religion in North America (May 9 to June 19, 2018) 
e UCC History, Polity, and Theology (May 30 to Aug. 14, 2018) 
e Leadership within Communities (July 4 to Aug. 14, 2018) 


Full course descriptions are available on our website. 


Free Insurance Board Webinars 


The Insurance Board offers free online webinars covering a variety of 
topics. A recommended upcoming course is "Sex Offenders in Your 
Congregation: Recommendations and Best Practices" scheduled for May 
23. Register online here. Previously recorded sessions are available online 
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